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SERMON DCLXXXVI. 


BY REV. W. A. SCOTT, D.D., 
SAN FRANOISOO, OAL. 


GOD’S LOVE IN CHRIST’S MISSION. 


“ And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up. 


“That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 


“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not but have everlasting life. 


“For God sent not his into the world to the world; but that the 
world through him might be saved. 

“He that believeth in him is not condemned, but he that believeth not is con- 
one already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son 


“ And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

“For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest 
his deeds should be reproved. 

‘* But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that bis deeds may be made manifest 
that they are wrought in God.”-—Joun iii. 14-21. 


Tause verses, my fellow-citizens, are golden sentences. They 
are of more value than all the wise sayings of the ancients. In 
our sorrow-smitten and worrying. world they are the unfailing 
fountains of peace and joy. They are the utterances of Him 
who came “to seek and save that which was lost ;” who gaid 
“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.” The speaker is the Lord Jesus Christ. His 

23 














166 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 





auditor was a Hebrew ruler, who was looking for a Messiah who 
should be a great temporal prince—not for a Saviour ; looking 
not for a personal salvation from guilt, but for a national deliver- 
ance from the Roman yoke. Hearing of the miracles of Jesus, 
and being no doubt of a candid and inquiring mind, Nicodemus 
came to him to have some private conversation with him respect- 
ing the Kingdom of God. He was looking for the Messiah, not 
from Nazareth, but from Bethlehém ; not in the person of an ob- 
scure Galilean stranger, but in an acknowledged descendant of 
the ancient royal house of David. And though the Nazarene 
did not fulfill his expectations of a Messiah, he probably thought 
he could give some information concerning him; for both he and 
John had preached that the kingdom of God was at hand. His 
opening address was ingenious and complimentary, but our 
Lord, instead of being flattered by it, or even‘permitting him to 
unfold the purpose of his visit, addressed him with astonishing 
emphasis on the subject of the new birth, and of a personal interest 
in religion. These things ought not to have been new to Nico- 
demus, as he was a teacher in Israel and a member of the San- 
hedrim. He was, however, amazed at them, and at our Lord’s 
simple earnestness. Hence Jesus repeated his statement and 
amplified it, by unfolding the gracious economy of the gospel, of 
the true nature of the Kingdom which the Father had sent him 
into the world to establish. 


I. Observe the designation that is here given of the Messiah. 
He is the only begotten Son of God, and He is the Son of Man; 
and He is sent by the Father. The Redeemer of sinners is “ the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, being the eternal Son of God, became 
man, and so was and continues to be, God and Man, in two 
distinct realities and one person forever.” The designation in 
the text is an obvious reference to the Second Psalm, which is a 
prophecy of the Messiah. The terms are used figuratively, and 

way of condescension to human understandings. The term 
“son” ordinarily suggests the idea of derivation of being, pos- 
terity, inferiority, mutual. affection, and yet identity of nature. 
But the term Son ag applied to the Messiah, signifies that He 
executes the office of a son in obeying his Father’s will. And as 
a father loves his son—especially an only son—so is Christ, the 
Messiah, the object of the Supreme love of God the Father. 
The main idea of the passage certainly is the sovereign, amazing 
love of God to the world, as shown in the gift of His Son to be 
the Saviour of sinners. Christ the Messiah is also called the 
Son of Man. This appellation is employed by our Lord more 
frequently than any other, in speaking of himself, whether in 
public or in private, in the midst of his friends or his enemies. 
“Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to himself a 
true body and a reasonable soul; being conceived by the power 
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of the Holy Ghost in the womb of the Virgin Mary, and born of 
her, yet without sin.” ‘The Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
with us”—* God was manifest in the flesh.” Christ was truly 
man, having a true a spirit, and soul like our own, except 
that he was free from all sin. The phrase “Son of Man” isa 
well-known IHebraism for man. We have an instance of this in 
the fourth verse of Ps. viii. : “ What is man, that thou art mind- 
ful of him.” And the parallel and equivalent line is—* and the 
son of man, that thou visitest him?” The appellation “the Son 
of Man” marks at once the Messiah as truly a man, and at the 
same time, as distinguished from all other men. He is 8o dis- 
tinguished in a variety of ways—as the Son of Man. He is the 
perfect, the normal man—the representative man—the second 
Adam—the Lord from heaven—the God-man mediator—God 
manifest in the flesh, and the predicted man like unto Moses— 
the Messiah of the Old Testament prophecy. And he is sent of 
the Father. “God sent His Son”—* He gave His only Son.” 
God did not leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin and 
misery, whereunto our first parents fell by transgression ; but 
out of His mere good pleasure, by the gift of His Son, He has 
brought all who truly believe in Him into an estate of salvation. 
In the great economy of human redemption, the Father sustains 
the majesty of Divinity. He is the fountain of authority—the 
source of judgment and of mercy. He is just, and yet the justi- 
fier of them that believe in His Son, the great Redeemer. 
While the Son and the Father are essentially one, in the economy 
of grace, they sustain two offices, and the Father is greater than 
\he Son. The Father invests the Son with the character of 
Mediator, and sends him forth on his mission, and promises 
him his reward. When, therefore, the Father is said to have 
sent the Son, the meaning is, that Jesus was divinely author- 
ized and commissioned to act as the Saviour of the world ; 
to do and suffer all that was necessary for the attainment of 
the salvation of man, in accordance with the perfections of the 
Divine character and the principles of the Divine govern- 
ment. 


II. The origin of the economy of Divine mercy is here de- 
clared to be the love of God. It is an error of very serious 
magnitude to represent God as a being of resentments so fierce 
that nothing could mitigate them but the tears and prayers, the 
blood and death of His only Son. This is the view of the Divine 
character we are frequently charged with holding. But this 
is not true. It is not the compassion or pity of God that is 
ae by the death of Christ, but the souls of men. He 
aid down his life as a ransom for us. The text says positively 
that “God so loved the world.” The primary source of salva- 
tion is the love of God, who is rich in mercy. ' He was self- 
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moved to show mercy. All His motives to love us were found in 
His own perfect benignity. Christ did not die that God might 
love man. He died because God loved man. ‘God commend- 
eth His love to us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.” ‘In this was manifested the love of God toward us, 
because that God sent His only begotten Son into the world that 
we might live through him.” “ Herein is love; not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the pro- 
pitiator of our sins.” The atonement, then, is not the cawse, but 
the effect of the love of God. The Supreme Being was under no 
necessity to provide salvation for us. Our goodness extendeth 
not to Him. His revenue of glory would have been forever com- 
plete without us. Nor was there anything in us to merit such 
an interposition of mercy. God, as the self-existing, all-sufficient, 
and Almighty Creator, traveled not out of Himself for a motive. 
He loved us because He would, and He sent His Son to redeem 
us, and so to redeem us as to magnify His law, and harmonize 
justice, truth, and holiness, with the exercise of mercy to the 
penitent and believing. As man had violated the divine law, he 
was liable to the dreadful consequences of transgression. He 
had sinned, and he deserved to die. To all created beings his 
fate seemed fixed. But God, who is rich in mercy, devised a 
plan by which the evil of sin might be exhibited to the intelli- 
gent universe ina light far stronger than if the whole race of 
man had perished forever, and yet the violators of His law He 
saved with an everlasting salvation. 

This plan was to send His own Son to take our place, to suffer 
and die for us. He made His Son, who knew no sin, to be a sin- 
offering for us, “that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him.” “God laid on him the iniquities of us all.” “God hath 
set forth His Son to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to 
declare his righteousness for the remission of sins, that he might 
be just, and yet the justifier of him that believes in Jesus ;” that 
‘he might indeed be a “ just God, and a Saviour.” It was to rescue 
us from perdition, to renew our natures, and give us a fitness for 
heaven, that ‘God spared not His own Son, but delivered him 
up” as a victim in our room and for our transgressions. He was 
wounded for our iniquities, and the chastisement of our peace 
was on him. If it were astrong proof of Abraham’s love to 
God, that he did not withhold his sun, his only son Isaac, how 
shall we estimate the love of God to our lost world, in giving up 
His only begotten and well-beloved Son to be a sacrifice and an 
offering for our salvation. 


III. The next topic in the text is the great design of Christ’s 
coming into the world. It was not to condemn the world. He 
came not to destroy the Gentiles, as the Jews thought the Mes- 
siah would do; but to save both Jews and Gentiles, who would 
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believe in him. Jewish teachers expected that Messiah would 
punish the heathen nations, when he came for the deliverance of 
their own people. It was, however, not to condemu, but to save 
the world that God sent his Son. He came not to destroy men’s 
lives, but to save them from the evils of sin—to deliver them 
from ignorance and error, and guilt and depravity and wretch- 
edness, in all their various forms. Messiah’s great mission is de- 
scribed here both negatively and positively : negatively, “‘ not 
to condemn”—“ that the world may not perish”—that as sinners 
men may not fall under the awful consequences of their trans- 
gressions. As the whole world lieth in wickedness ; as the wages 
of sin is death; as men are alienated from the life of God, 
through the ignorance that isin them. As theyjare by nature sunk 
in ignorance and moral pollution, so they must sink deeper and 
deeper in guilt and depravity and misery, unless, some remedy 
is offered. This remedy is the mission of the Son of God into 
our world. He came to deliver men—not one particular nation, 
but men of every nation, from the tremendous aggregation of 
evils consequent upon rebellion against God. And hence, posi- 
tively God sent his Son that the world might have life—* that 
the world through him might be saved.” The object of his 
death is not merely to deliver us from sin, but to raise us to 
holiness ; not merely to rescue us from perdition, but to place 
us in heaven; not merely to save us from perdition, but to re- 
deem us to God, and to make us holy and happy forever. The 
design of Messiah’s mission was therefore whe ly different in 
three most important points from what the Jews expected. Pun- 
ishment was not at all the object of the Messiah’s coming. The 
deliverance which he came to effect was not secular, but spiritual, 
and it was intended, not for the nation of the Jews exclusively, 
but for mankind generally. The object of his mission’ was 
purely merciful. His salvation had a direct reference to the soul 
and eternity. . 


IV. And what, my beloved hearers, were the great means by 
which the design of Messiah’s mission was to be accomplished ? 
Two clauses in the text point out these means: “God gave his 
Son”—* and as Moses,” &c. The first of these is literal, and the 
second is figurative. “God gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on him might not-perish, but have everlas- 
ting life.” This is a literal statement of facts; and here again 
our Lord corrects the false views generally entertained by the 
Jews. They expected that the -Messiah was to accomplish the 
deliverance of Israel, and the destruction of the nations, by 
being exalted or “lifted up:” elevated first to the throne 
of David, his father, and then to the throne of the world. 
Now, says our Lord, it is true, Messiah shall be lifted up; 
but he shall be lifted up in a very different way from what 
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you expect. He shall be lifted up, not as David or Solomon was 
to the throne of Israel, but as Moses lifted up the serpent in the - 
wilderness. As if He had said, “ There is a striking analogy be- 
tween the way in which the Messiah shall obtain spiritual and 
eternal salvation for mankind, and the way in which the serpent 
stung the Israelites in the wilderness, were cured of the other- 
wise incurable distemper which they had brought on themselves 
by their unbelief and disobedience.” (See Numb. xxi. 49.) By 
being “lifted up,” we are told in another place, he signified what 
death he should die. (John xii. 32, 33.) The salvation of man- 
kind is to be obtained by the Messiah’s dying an accursed death, 
as the victim for hyman transgressions ; and by his being held up 
in the Gospel as the Lamb slain from before the foundations of 
the world to take away the sin of the world, men are to be con- 
verted and made partakers in the blessings of the kingdom of 
heaven. This was not what Nicodemus expected. He looked 
for a great temporal prince, who should reign on the throne of 
David. How great, then, must have been his astonishment to 
be told that the Messiah was to see the death of a felonious 
slave. This is indeed a mystery—yet it is a precious truth, that 
we are saved by the Divine Incarnate Saviour, suffering and dy- 
sa a victim for sin—dying on the cross. The two phrases, 
“God gave his son,” and “ the Son of Man lifted up as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,” convey to us this great, 
truth. They both agree in assuring us that God graciously ap- 
pointed his Son to be the Saviour of the world. If we believe 
on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead—who was 
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justifica- 
tion, then are we justified by faith, and have peace with God. 
(Rom. iv. 5.) “ He gave himself for our sins,” according to the 
Scriptures, “that He might deliver us from this present evil 
world, according to the will of God and our Father.” He bore 
our sins in his own body on the tree. In him we have redemp- 
tion through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
richness of God’s grace. 


V. A still more important point presented, my fellow citizens, 
in the passage of Scripture before us is, How shall we obtain a 
personal interest in the blessings procured by the gift of God, 
and the lifting up of the Son of Man? Here, again, we have a 
two-fold representation. Figuratively, looking at the Son of Man 
lifted up, and literally, believing on the Son of God, “ that who- 
soever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life.” 
The Jews believe that they should secure a share in the blessings 
of the Messiah’s Kingdom by being descendants of Abraham ; 
and that the only way a Gentile could participate with them in 
these blessings, was by submitting to Messiah’s conquering arms, 
and becoming proselytes to the Jewish religion. In opposition 
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to these false views, our Lord states that it was only by believing 
in Him, the Messiah, as “lifted up”—as “ given by the Father, 
that even a Jew could become a partaker of the blessings of his 
salvation; and that every Gentile who should thus believe in 
him, should become a partaker, likewise, of the same blessings. 
The allusion to the lifting up of the serpent in the wilderness il- 
lustrates most happily and clearly the means by which the Mes- 
siah was to obtain salvation for men, and the manner in which, 
as individuals, we are to become interested in that salvation. 
The meaning cannot be misunderstood. As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness that whosoever ‘of the bitten Hebrews 
looked at it might not die, but live, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, that whosoever of the ruined race of man believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have eternal life. As there was no 
difficulty in apprehending the meaning of the statement in re- 
gard to the brazen serpent, so there ought to be no difficulty in 
understanding the statement in regard to the lifting up of the 
Son of Man. Every serpent-stung Israelite who looked on the 
lifted up serpent of brass, was healed. So every sinner who be- 
lieves on Christ as the Messiah lifted up, shall be saved. We 
all know what it is to look ; and we may all know equally well 
what it is to believe. To believe, in a Scriptural sense, is just to 
receive as true all that God has said to us. To believe in Ohrist 
the Son of Man, lifted up, is to receive as true what is stated to 
us in the Gospel concerning him. The terms of salvation are 
articularly and specifically set forth in several passages of the 
ew Testament, such as the following: “ He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life.” ‘He that heareth my Word, 
and believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation.” “ It is the will of Him that 
sent me, that every one that believeth on me may have everlas- 
ting life.” Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt b 
saved.” “ By grace are we saved through faith.” 

But finally, the economy of salvation, like the pillar of cloud 
and fire between the Hebrews and Egyptians, has two sides to it. 
One is radiant with glory, the other is dark and threatening, and 
whosoever looks upon it, has need to be troubled. The guilt and 
danger of neglecting this method of salvation are unspeakably 
great. How strikingly are they stated in the verses before us: 
“ He that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath 
not believed in the only begotten Son of God. And this is the 
condemnation,” &c. 

“He that believeth not” comprehends all who reject Christ as 
set forth in the Gospel. All who discredit the testimony divine, 
and all who deny it—and all who refuse to obey Christ’s com- 
mands come under the condemnation spoken of in the text. No 
matter what might have been the excuse of the serpent-bitten 
Hebrew if he looked not to the serpent of brass, li up by 
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_ Divine appointment, he died. So whether it be through ignor- 
ance, or pride, or a love of sinning, that men reject Christ, if 
they reject him they must perish. The means of their recovery 
may have appeared to the Israelites as arbitrary, foolish, para- 
doxical—they may not have comprehended why such a way was 
proposed, nor have been able to see how it was that they could 

saved by such a simple thing as looking to the serpent of 
brass—but it was so. Nor was there any other way. The meth- 
od of their deliverance was simple and easy. It was,to look to 
the brazen serpent, and whosoever did so was saved. You ob- 
serve, my brethren, the principal word in our Lord’s declaration 
concerning the guilt and danger of those that believe not is * con- 
demned.” The primary meaning is to be sentenced to punish- 
ment, in opposition to being acquitted or pardoned. Then our 
Lord’s meaning is—while he who believes the testimony of God 
concerning his Son is “ not condemned,” but pardoned and ac- 
cepted as righteous—on the other hand, he that does not believe 
is “already” condemned—even now he is sentenced to punish- 
ment—doomed to destruction. The Gospel offer finds man a sin- 
ner, doomed by the holy law of God to death. It presents to 
him a full and free pardon ; that pardon, however, from the very 
nature of the case, can be saueal only by faith, and as a matter 
of course, the unbeliever continues without it. Heremains as he 
was before he heard of it—a condemned sinner. And still more, 
he is emphatically condemned, because he has not believed on 
the only begotten Son of God—* condemned,” because he tram- 
ples at once on the authority of God, as manifested in the com- 
mandment to believe on his Son, and on the grace of God, that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us, and offers 
him to us in the Gospel. He must not, therefore, complain of 
Adam’s sin; for he has had the offer of perfect deliverance 
from it; but by refusing this deliverance, he fastens on himself 
its condemnation, and adds the still greater one of rejecting sal- 
vation through the death of the Son of God. Fearful, therefore, 
is the doom of the incorrigibly wicked, and finally impenitent. 
“ He that believeth not shall be damned.” 

Whatever men may think of Christ and Him crucified, He is 
the only saviour of sinners. There is but one way to obtain de- 
liverance from the burden of guilt. Men must believe in Jesus 
Christ, that they may obtain the forgiveness of sin. If they do 
not, their guilt remains. There is no other expiation for sin, but 
the atonement of Christ, and there is no saving interest in that 
atonement but through believing. The bitten Hebrew that 
would not perish must look to the brazen‘serpent. The patient 
that will not use the only and the effectual remedy to cure him of a 
disease that is pressing upon him, must die. Men are sinners— 
and their only hope of being saved is in Christ ; but if they re- 
ject Him, they must perish. Unbelief is a great sin, involving 
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re | guilt and exposing us to the wrath of God. It is to disobey 
, and treat with cont@&npt His Son. No doctrine of the 
Christian system is more unpalatable to unholy men than the ne- 
cessity of being born again, and the urgency of faith in Christ as 
a Saviour. But we caunot speak neither more nor less than the 
word of God. Suppose among the murmuring Hebrews there 
was a man, respectable and well to do, moral and decent, amia- 
ble and intelligent, who, on being stung by a serpent, concluded 
that a chance had happened to him, and that by using the ordi- 
nary means he should be healed; and on hearing what Moses 
had done, smiled inwardly at the folly of those who could ex- 
pect to be cured by looking at a brazen serpent; and determined 
that he would die sooner than degrade himself by such fanatical 
folly. And while his neighbors are looking and being healed, 
his case becomes more and more desperate, and now he dies— 
and his ungodly pride is his destroyer. And another stung by 
the serpent is so obstinate, and self-willed, and conceited, that he 
will not-look and be healed. His parents beseech him to cast 
one look towards the brazen serpent before he dies—his kind 
friends try to turn his face towards the pole, that he may catch 
one glimpse of the appointed remedy—but he will not look, and 
he dies, and upon his own head rest the consequences—he was 
his own destroyer. So now, my beloved hearers, you are all sine 
ners. God has provided, at an immense cost, the way to save 
you, and He has given you a plain account of this way, accom- 
panied by satisfactory evidence of its truthfulness, and all He 
requires of you is, that you believe on his authority the testimo- 
ny before you. The Son of man is lifted up before you this day. 





SERMON DCLXXXVII. 


BY REV. HOLLIS READ, 


+ 
CRANEVILLE, N. J. 





OHRIST BEFORE THE WORLD WAS. 
“ Before Abraham was, I am.”—Jouw viii. 58. 


Tne one design of the evangelical preacher is, to preach 
Christ. But you no sooner begin to think on this sublimest of 
themes, than it swells into an importance, and covers an extent 
of ground not at first suspected. It is a broad field entered by a. 
narrow way = a strait gate. You may see some of its glories re- 
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flected on objects around you; you may inhale some of its fragrant 
odors ; and imperfectly taste some @ its rich fruits, before you 
enter—enough to satisfy you that the ways of wisdom are plea- 
sant, and all her paths peace. Yet these are but the reflected ex- 
cellencies of their originals within the veil. You must enter and 
plack these flowers, and eat these fruits, and expatiate on the 
moral beauties of this celestial Eden; you must put on Christ; 
must know by experience something of the height and depth and 
length and breadth of the love of Christ, before you can appre- 
ciate our theme. 

In making Christ our subject we know not where to begin, or 
where to end. Should we begin at the cradle of Bethlehem, a 
voice would issue from the throne of the most excellent Majesty, 
saying, “ Before Abraham was, 1 am.” Or go we back to the 
days of that patriarch, and identify Christ with the angel of the 
covenant, we are still admonished that, “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.” We should therefore fail to delineate Christ in the several 
aspects and offices in which he appears, if we did not contem- 
plate him as he was in the beginning, or before the world was. 

It is important that we here bear in mind the peculiar position 
in which Christ stands to our world, and which exalts him in our 
esteem beyond all price, and shows us the absolute necessity that 
we engage, in our behalf, his interest at the court of heaven. It 
is this: that to him God committed all things as touching this 
world. The moment sin entered, and this earth became a re- 
volted province, all intercourse between heaven and earth was cut 
off—except as a matter of negotiation. Sin had put enmity between 
God and man, and God would no more treat with man, except 
through a Mediator. Satan raised his standard; the conflict has 
been for the dominion of this world—the Devil and his angels, 
or adherents, contending with Michael and his angels. Offi- 
cially, God will have nothing to do with this world till it is re- 
stored to its allegiance. All done to restore it, must be done 
through a Mediator appointed for the purpose. Would God sub- 
due his foes, it is done through Christ, the captain of his hosts ; 
would he communicate his will, propose terms of reconciliation, 
Christ is the Logos, the Word, by whom he speaks; would he 
dispense pardon to penitent rebels, and restore them to favor, 
the Son is the daysman to blot out the handwriting of death, and 
to present them faultless before the presence of his glory with ex- 
ceeding joy. Every thing relating to the mediatorial kingdom 
is committed to Christ; the government of this world, the do- 
minion over angels, and the final judgment, 

Christ, then, is our all in all. G we would make a single ap- 
proach towards God, it must be through him. But in contem- 
plating Obrist the inquiry naturally arises— 











CHRIST BEFORE THE WORLD WAS. 175 


L. Did the Second Person in the Trinity exist before he entered 
on the mediatorial work, and what rank did he then hold? Or 
were there no distinctions of persons in the Godhead? From 
eternity as well as to eternity Christ was God. ‘ Before Abra- 
ham was,I am.” He hesitates not to appropriate to himself this 
peculiar name of Jehovah, I am, the verb of existence—he that 
was, and is, and is to come, the Alpha and Omega—God from 
eternity. Again, he prays: “Glorify me with the glory which 
[ had with thee before the world was.” He was in the begin- 
ning, he was with God, and he was God. “I was set up from 
everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the world was. Before 
the mountains were settled, before the hills, was I brought forth. 
When he prepared the heavens, when he gave to the sea his de- 
cree, when he appointed the foundations of the earth, then I was 
by him as one brought up with him ; and I was daily his de- 
light, rejoicing always before him—and my delights were with 
the sons of men.” He was the brightness of the Father’s glory, 
and the express image of his person. 

Before the incarnation—before the earth was—Christ was 
God—was King and Sovereign of the universe—the co-equal of 
the Father, and shared with him all the honors and prerogatives 
of the eternal throne—raised above all principalities and powers 
—enthroned amidst dominions, attended by angels, and honored 
by archangels. All creatures do him reverence. The morning 
stars sing before him, and the sons of God shout for joy. But 
he descends from his throne, lays aside the sceptre and the 
crown, and yields up the glory he had with the Father. He be- 
comes the babe of Bethlehem, though once the King of glory. 
He becomes the man of sorrows, though once in the bosom of 
the Father, in whose presence is joy, and at whose right hand are 

leasures forevermore. Angels desire to look into these things. 

o see the Sovereign of ten thousand worlds humble himself to 
become a man—to take on him the form of a servant—to submit 
to the infirmities and temptations of humanity, transcended the 
conception of the wisest angel. 


II. The next aspect in which I would have you contemplate 
Christ as pre-existent, is in the Covenant of Redemption—the 
compact or agreement entered into by the three persons of the 
Godhead, by which each stood pledged to act a specified part, 
and each harmonize with the other. The manner and terms of 
this covenant appear in the 53d chapter of Isaiah. I quote the 
passage as translated by Bishop Lowth : “If he shall make a pro- 
pitiatory sacrifice, he shall see a seed which shall prolong their 
days, and (the pleasure) the gracious purpose of Jehovah shall 
prosper in his hands. Of the travail of his soul he shall see (the 
fruit) and be satisfied. By the knowledge of him shall my ser- 
vant justify many ; for the punishment of their iniquity he shall 
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bear. Therefore will I distribute to him the many for his por- 
tion; and the mighty people shall he share for his spoil: be- 
cause he poured out his soul unto death, and was numbered with 
the transgressors; and he bare the sins of many ; and he made 
intercession for the transgre3sors.” The Father officially acts as 
the superior and the Son as subject to him. He proposes the 
terms and specifies the reward; the Son accepts the terms, and, 
for the reward, the joy set before him, enters on the work. The 
conditions are, that he shall make a propitiatory sacrifice for sin, 
by pouring out his soul unto death, and being numbered with 
the transgressors ; and that he shall make intercession fur trans- 
gressors—should be a High Priest, to make atonement and inter- 
cession. The condition on the part of the Father was the be- 
stowment of the specified reward, and the gift of the Spirit by 
whom the elect should be brought to Christ. 

The reward Christ should receive is his church washed and 
purified and glorified with him forever. For this he entered on 
the mediatorial work ; for this, submitted to the humiliation of 
the incarnate state, and offered himself a sacrifice for sin. ‘“ He 
should see a seed which should prolong their days.” This defines 
who this seed is. Certainly not the wicked; for they shall not 
stand—they shall be cut off—shall be as grass—as stubble before 
the fire—their memory shall perish—their candle shall go out— 
they shall be no more. They shall not prolong their days, which 
be as ashadow. Only they who are washed in the blood of the 
Lamb, and whose names are written in heaven, “shall endure 
forever—shall abide in his love.” “The world passeth away and 
the lust thereof, but he that doeth the will of God abideth for- 
ever.” “They that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved.” To secure such a seed he submitted to 
sufferings and death. x 

It is in this work alone that Christ is, officially, inferior to the 
Father. He voluntarily put himself in a position of subordina- 
tion and obedience: and here he says of himself: “* My Father 
is greater than I.” It is as when three kings of equal rank and 
power go out to battle against a common foe. It is not meet 
that they all go out as kings or commandants. They make an 
adjustment of power for the general good. Two accept the com- 
mand of a division of the confederate army, while the third re- 
tains the command of the whole, including of course his two 
royal compeers, There is now, officially, a disparity, the one 
sending, the others being sent—the one commanding, the others 
obeying. 

pm the three persons of the Trinity, in the work of Re- 
demption, there is no inequality in character or essence, only in 
office. There was no necessary subjection, but a voluntary sub- 
mission. Christ had power to lay down his life and power to 
take it again. Voluntarily had he lett the glory he had with 
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the Father, and clothed himself in humanity; and when he 
would, he could quit the scene of his humiliation, and reinstate 
himself in the empire of universal glory. 

What a spectacle have we now before us! Man, the inhabit- 
ant of a little province in God’s empire, had raised the standard 
of rebellion. A race was doomed to die. . The drzary dungeon 
of the damned was built, and, but for the timely interposition of 
divine compassion, had been peopled by an entire race. 
surveyed the scene of desolation with pity. Man, body and 
soul, was in ruins—the earth was in ruins. ‘The whole crea- 
tion groaneth and travaileth in pain.” The bowels of the divine 
compassion yearned over this moral Aceldama. The outreach- 
ings of his love would have drawn the curtain of benevolence 
over this unlovely spot. But love, the mere outburstings of 
benevolence, may not triumph over justice. God would save his 
creature, man, but he would not save him at the expense of his 
justice—the ruin of his government and the happiness of the 
universe. What then could be done? Man must die, or divine 
justice fall. But there was an alternative. In the wise councils 
of eternity a scheme is devised by which both ends may be glori- 
ously secured. The demands of justice may be answered by sub- 
stitution. Man may be saved by an imputed righteousness. Bat 
who is able to accomplish such a om “T looked, and there 
was none to help, and I wondered that there was none to up- 
hold :” when I heard a voice from the Lamb on Mount Zion, 
saying, * Lo, I come to do thy will, O God.” 

Did earth, heaven, or hell ever witness such a spectacle be- 
fore! What condescension, what love! He saw every step be- 
fore him. He knew that when he should come to his own, his 
own would not receive him. He foreknew every groan, counted 
every thorn—numbered every tear—knew well the scenes of the 
garden, of the judgment hall, and of Calvary. Welldid he know 
the bitter cup that he should drink ; yet his soul drew not back. 
In face of all the fiery darts of hell, he entered the field and 
vanquished the foe. 

There is something morally sublime in seeing a man buckle 
on his armor and grasp his weapon and rush to the rescue of his 
neighbor or friend. But how infinitely below all reality is every 
comparison when applied to Him who periled his life for sinners, 
In full view of all the suffering, of all the ignominy, he gave his 
life for us. "Was ever love like this? Was ever benevolence so 
disinterested—compassion so large and free ? 

Such is Christ in the covenant of Redemption: all glorious 
with the Father from eternity—the King of kings and the Lord 
of lords; he leaves the heavens and comes down—becomes the 
babe of Bethlehem—the object of Herod’s hate—the destitute 
stranger who had not where to lay his head—the mourner at the 
grave of Lazarus—the rejected at Pilate’s bar—the object of 
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another Herod’s scorn—the bearer of bis own cross to Calvary— 
the sufferer on the accursed tree. Can any thing exceed the 
solemn sublimity of such a Personage, in full view of all that 
must befall him, entering on such an undertaking? 


Ill. The next attitude in which I would present Christ is ae 
Oreator, Preserver, and Governor of all things. The great and 
leading object of God, as touching this world, doubtless is the 
work of human redemption: and as he saw fit to commit this 
work, officially, to his Son, he committed to him, also, the work 
of previous arrangements, among which were the creation, pre- 
servation and government of the world. A suitable platform or 
theatre for the acting of the august drama of man’s salvation, 
must be erected. This was the work of the second Person in the 
Trinity. “By him all things were made, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made.” And not only the earth, 
but the universe: “ For by him were all things created that are 
in heaven and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones or dominions, principalities or powers, all things 
were created by him and for him:” for the manifestation of 
his glory, for the illustration of his benevolence in the work of 

emption. 

The creation of angels, and probably of the universe, was pre- 
paneer and auxiliary to the work of Redemption. For we 

now not what positions and relations human redemption may 
have to the universal empire of God. It may be that the attri- 
butes herein developed and the principles herein exemplified 
are essential to the highest good and the final perfection of 
the entire family of intelligent beings, from the highest and 
holiest angel, down to the humblest of an ecarth-born race. 
Angels are Christ’s messengers, ministering spirits to them that 
shall be heirs of salvation. Though to human vision behind the 
curtain, they are important actors on the great theatre—parts of 
the great prospective arrangement pee upon before the foun- 
dation of the world. 

Nor is it enough that Christ has built the platform on which 
the august drama is to be acted, and fitted it up with every need- 
ed appendage, and formed all the actors, but the preservation 
and government of the whole is committed to his hands: “ By 
him all things consist.” ‘ Who being the brightness of his glory 
and the express image of his person, upholds all things by the 
word of his power.” 

He is, too, the Governor of allhe hasmade: “ His throne is for- 
ever and ever.” “Thou madest him to have dominion over the 
works of thy hands.” “The government shall be upon his sboul- 
ders.” “ He is Lord of all things.” Jesus says, All power in 
heaven and earth is given to me.” “I have the keys of death 
and hell. [shut and no one openeth ; I open and no one shutteth.” 
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To what a commanding position these few scattered declara- 
tions exalt Christ. He is the great Proprietor of all things, 
whether of this world, or the countless systems of worlds which 
occupy immeasurable space. He is the Author of all things, of 
men, of angels, of things visible and invisible. By his strong 
arm all are sustained. From the exhaustless storehouse of his 
riches all are supplied; and his sceptre is swayed over all the 
works of his hands. 

Such is the Saviour to whom the Christian may come and re- 
pose an undying confidence. He may lean upon him as on a 
never-failing support. From this fountain of all blessedness he 
derives strength, grace, wisdom, all things needful either for the 
body or the soul, for time or eternity. What security the Chris- 
tian has here! His hopes, his confidence is in the mighty One 
of Israel. What grounds of confidence have we here that all 
things shall work together for good to them that love God—to 
them who are the called according to his purpose.. For if Christ 
be the Proprietor of all things, and have all needful power to 
exercise dominion over all things; and if it be his good pleasure 
—his eternal purpose—to bring all that put their trust in him 
to glory, all that make him their friend must be safe. He cher- 
ishes in us no delusive hope when he says, “I give unto them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any one 
pluck them out of my hands.” Omnipotence is engaged for 
them. No power in the universe can frustrate the purposes of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And such, too, on the other hand, is the Saviour otfered to the 
sinner. He is mighty to save—able to save to the utmost all that 
come to him--able to keep them from the evil that is in the 
world, and to present them faultless before the presence of the 
Father’s glory—able to control all events for them in such a 
manner as shall bring them safe to heaven. He is just such a 
Saviour, or friend, as a sinner needs. But oh! what a fearful 
thing to have such a Being furanenemy. Suppose he were but a 
man, a kind, benevolent human monarch, clothed in supreme 
power, the owner of your property and lives, yet just and benev- 
olent to all who should regard his will; would it not be dreadful 
to encounter such a potentate as yourenemy? -You would there- 
by forfeit all his favor—forfeit all your privileges under his rule, 
and you would engage his power, and his justice armed by his 
displeasure against you. You wouldberuined. A dungeon and 
chains might be the portion of your cup. You might have bask- 
ed in the sunshine of the royal favor, and shared in all the good 
that his vast power, and justice, and great benevolence could be- 
stow. But you made him your enemy ; you fell under his dis- 
pleasure, and were crushed beneath his power. But how infi- 
nitely more dreadful to fall under the displeasure, and to be 
crushed beneath the power of Him who is able to destroy both 
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soul and body in hell. The mightiest monarch can no more than 
kill the body. The Judge of all can shut the soul out from his 
favor forever. He can destroy it in hell. What a price, then, is 
put into the sinner’s hands to get wisdom. But oh, what a for- 
eiture if he fail! He must become an eternal bankrupt in 
spite of all that Heaven has done to make him rich, honored, 
and happy. 

Look at Christ, my impenitent friends, in the position in which 
he is now before you, and say if you do not discover much--if 
you do not discover every thing which ought to bring you to 
Christ. If infinite love, and exhaustless goodness could draw 
you, you would come. If the fear of having arrayed against 
you omnipotent power, and unbending justice, and rejected and 


slighted goodness could alarm you, you would be alarmed, and 
flee from the wrath to come. 


IV. I present Christ in one other attitude—as he appears in 
the promise made to our first parents. Whatever had been trans- 
acting within the veil—in the Holy of holies above—nothing of 
the stupendous scheme of mercy had before transpired on earth 
—not an intimation had been given before in this world, nor in 
the outer court of heaven where angels and archangels stand and 
worship the uncreated Divinity in the inner sanctuary, that there 
could be such a thing as the pardon of sin. Nota fact had 
transpired in the whole universe to warrant any such hope. This 
transcended the experience of angels. Their own dominions and 
principalities had been invaded by sin. Like a malignant siroc- 
co, they had seen sin sweep over the fairest of the heavenly 
fields, and lay prostrate in its course some of the loveliest plants 
of Paradise. But they knew nothing of any system of restora- 
tion. Every victim of sin, they had seen instantly seized and 
cast out of heaven as a putrid mass—an infectious nuisance— 
reserved in chains of darkness until the judgment of the great 
day. And what less can they expect, should a similar insurrec- 
tion break out in any province of God’s vast dominions ? 

But what did they at length witness? The earth was cre- 
ated and fitted up for human habitation, with every comfort 
and convenience which could contribute to the well-being of a 
holy race. Nothing was wanting that could make holy beings 
happy. No disease had yet floated in its virgin atmosphere. 
No tear had flown ; no groan had given signs of pain; no malig- 
nant passion had yet poisoned the social joys of a new and hap- 
py race. The intercourse, too, between heaven and earth was 
familiar and sweet. Man bore the image of his God, and he was 
the welcome companion of angels. Thus did this new world, 
formed, fitted up, beautified by the hand of infinite Perfection, 
issue from its chaotic cloud, and as a bridegroom coming out of 
his chamber, rejoice as a strong man to runa race. Every thing 

















CHRIST BEFORE THE WORLD WAS. - 181 


to angelic or human ken, gave promise that this planet was add- 
<. as another star in the crown of the Sovereign Ruler of the 
skies. 

But a change comes over the scene as the earth rolls on, mea- 
suring out its annual rounds of blessedness to a loyal and happy 
pair, its brightness is eclipsed. Its song of joy is turned into a wail 
of woe and lamentation. The earth is now dark; its beauty is 
defaced ; its gold has become dim, its most fine gold changed ; 
and all its pleasant things are laid waste and become the heri 
of the spoiler. The whole creation groaneth and travaileth in 
pain. But what has wrought this change? What has drawn the 
curtain of thick darkness over a world so recently illumined b} 
the brightness of the Father’s countenance? What has so soon 
changed this happy spot into an abyss of woe? Oh! it is sin— 
sin that has extinguished the light of heaven which used to shine 
so sweetly here. It is sin that has struck the fatal blow—that 
has brought death and all its woes. It is sin that has laid man 
in ruins, and drawn the sable folds as a winding sheet about this 
fallen world. 

Contemplate the world in the position in which it is brought 
by sin. It stood in the same relation to God that the sinning an- 
gels did when they apostatized. As far as any former develop- 
ment of grace went to show, there was no hope in heaven or 
earth for sinning man. He, with all his wretched posterity had 
only to look forward to blackness and darkness forever—the 
companion of fallen angels, reserved in chains of darkness unto 
the great day. Dut, in the midst of this general gloom—amidst 
the groanings of the prisoners and the cries of them that are 
bound, what dol hear! It is but an indistinct voice—but it is 
. the sound of peace to the troubled soul. It is the voice of liberty 

to the captives. It is light to them that sit in darkness—pardon 
to the guilty—life tv the dead. It was the first intimation that 
sin might be pardoned and the sinner saved from remediless woe. 
It was the first note of redeeming love that was ever struck in 
this lower world—the first the heavenly choir ever sung. Yet 
our ears may have become so accustomed to the sounds which 
then were so wondrously strange, so sweetly sublime to angelic 
ears, that we may well nigh have overlooked this first announce- 
ment of mercy to our ruined world. It came in terms like these: 
“T will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between 
thy seed and her seed: it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel.” 

No sooner had man fallen than Christ entered on the mediato- 
rial work. He had undertaken it, prepared himself for it, provi- 
ded the chief actors and the place on which they should act, but 
nothing had transpired on earth till now. The moment Satan dar- 
ed place his polluted foot on this beautiful and holy earth, the angel 
of the covenant—the mighty angel that John saw standing on 

25 
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the sea and on the earth, the Proprietor and Governor of both, 
met him at the threshold, and raised the banners of his empire 
there. Man had sinned, and Satan now claimed the entire race 
as his own. His claim was disputed by the vicegerent of heaven 
—and from this time the conflict began. 

What a day was this in heaven—what a day to man! The 
annunciation of pardon to the sinner through the blood of the 
Son of God formed a new era in the history of the universe. 
Not a question could have risen before, that inevitable perdition 
was the portion of all that sinned. But a new song is now heard 
in heaven, and new hope smiles on earth. By the entrance 
of sin all had become dark. Spiritual night covered the earth. 
But the morning had come—light began to streak the eastern 
horizon. The * promise” was the first dawning of gospel light 
on this dark world. It was the sure precursor of the Sun of 
Righteousness. Christ was in this promise, the Saviour of a race 
yet to be born. Can you view him in a more interesting posture 
this side of the cross? It is in this position you see him more 
especially as the Hope of the World. The star that now arose 
on the dark and troubled waters of sin, was the star of hope. 
But for this light, the world. had remained in total, unbroken 
darkness. But for this hope, man, in all his passing, hapless 
generations, had been shut up in the prison-house of fell despair 
forever. Had not Christ a peared as the seed of the woman that 
should bruise the serpent’s Seed. man had been bruised, crushed, 
ruined, beneath the power of God’s violated law. ‘ 

What a pleasing, vital interest, have we, then, in this first pre- 
sentation of the Lamb of God that should take away the sin of 
the world. Not yet incarnate, not yet presented as an ee 
for sin, yet hé stood pledged to the great work of expiation an 
intercession, and held forth the unfailing promise that he would 
accomplish the work given to do. 

The subject urges on us a few brief reflections : 

1. If Christ occupies the positions here assigned him, under 
what obligations are Christians to be entirely his? His by crea- 
tion, by preservation and government, as well as by redemption, 
how ought we to be his in affection, in honor, in service? How 
ought we to render him what is so richly his due? We owe him 
all things ; and what robbery if we do not yield to him the whole 
heart, mind, soul, and strength. What, then, means this indif- 
ference, lukewarmness, deadness? Has Christ laid us under no 
obligations—required nothing of us—assigned us nothing to do? 
Shall we live as drones in the common hive? What do ye more 
than others, who make no professions ? 

2. What a comfortable security the Christian has, that if he 
trust in Christ he can never fail. 

3. If Christ be what bas been represented, how desperate is 
the case of the impenitent sinner! If you make Him who is the 
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Owner of all things, and the Governor of all, your enemy, and 
provoke him to shut you out from his favor, whither will you go 
—where will you seek a refuge? You become an outcast, desti- 
tute and wretched indeed. Hell shall be your only portion—the 
only spot where you shall find a place. 

Will you, then, sinner, not stop and contemplate this “ great 
sight?” The King of Glory, the Author and Finisher of salvation 
for you, you see here approaching this rebellious province and 
entering on his self-denying, humiliating work. e comes to 
vanquish Satan, to destroy sin, and to save sinners like you. 
Will you not, then, hear his voice, accept his offering, and re- 
ceive him for your Saviour? He knocks at the door of your 
heart, will you not arise and let him in ? 
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“‘ Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Israel; and because I will do this unto thee, 
prepare to meet thy God.”—Awmos iv. 12. 


Tue nation of Israel still persisted in rebellion and impenitence, notwith- 
standing the repeated warnings which God had given them, and the 
judgments he had already inflicted upon them. They must, therefore, 
expect more decisive marks of divine indignation against them for their 
sins. God was about to meet them, and in incensed wrath ; and he warns 
them to prepare for an event so tremendous. God will show himself the 
adversary of the wicked; and will make them feel that “it is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” He is the heart-search- 
ing and omniscient Judge of all men; the Creator of the mountains ; the 
sovereign Disposer of the winds and of the storms; the high Arbiter of 
every man’s prosperity and adversity ; and he turneth the bright morn- 
ing of success and triumph into the dark night of adversity, sorrow, and 
deep despair. 

o this view of God, the prophet calls the people in the words imme- 
diately following our text. But passing by the circumstances of the Is- 
raelites, upon am God was about to take vengeance by means of the 

Assyrian armies, let us improve the warning in our text suitably to the 
* present very impressive occasion. 

I. We shall show the certainty of a future judgment ; where we all 
must meet God. 

II. We shall aim to show what each one must now do, that we may 
then meet him with comfort and peace. _ 
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I. At death, God passes a particular judgment upon every man. E 
soul, at death, , according to the decision of the Almighty J 4 
immediately either into Paradise, “and when absent from the body is 
 segery with the Lord,” or is in hell, waked up in the misery of the lost. 

ut at the Resurrection—at the last day—there will be a general judg- 
ment; and “ they that have done good, shall come forth to the resurrec- 
tion of life ; and they that have done evil, to the resurrection of damna- 
tion.” This will be a most awful day. 


“A day of wrath, a dreadful day, 
When heaven and earth shall pass away ; 
‘ When shrivelling like a parched scroll, 
The flaming heavens together roll. 
And louder yet, and yet more dread, 
Swells the high trump that wakes the dead.” 


That a time is approaching when God will reward the good and punish 
the wicked—the terrors and fears which haunt the guilty conscience, 
clearly indicate. This testimony is felt by all men, and all are possessed 
of this apprehension by the moral constitution which God has given them, 
and they cannot free themselves from it. The heathen, as is proved by 
their religious history, were fully possessed of this peculiar apprehension. 
What but the certain dread of meeting God, in terrible judgment, filled 
the breast of Belshazzar with so much consternation when he beheld the 
ominous fingers which wrote, in mysterious characters, his doom, upon the 
wall of his Panquoting-room. And why did Felix, the Roman governor, 
tremble when his prisoner reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and a 
judgment tocome?’ It was the irresistible conviction that he should meet 

is injured and offended Creator in solemn judgment. We, therefore, 
have the proof in our consciences that we must each of us stand before 
the judgment-seat of Christ, to answer for the deeds done in the body. 

There is another strong proof of the certainty of a future judgment 
derived from the perfections of God. Although sin and transgression 
often make the lot of the sinner hard in this life; yet this world cannot 
be the place of retribution. Here we often see wickedness and the 
basest deceit and hypocrisy for a time triumphant; whilst the upright, 

ious, and devoted servants of God are often cruelly oppressed. Now, if 
reigns over men, and be just at the same time ; ol if the scriptural 
declaration be true, “‘ that the Judge of all the earth will do right ;” and 
if he be a God of immutable holiness, justice, goodness, and truth—ae 
will—he must—necessarily punish the bad and reward the good. 

But, not to mention other cogent reasons which might be named—such as 
our relation to him as our Creator, and our absolute dependence on him as 
such, and his being the moral Governor and Lawgiver of us his rational crea- 
tures, to whom we are accountable and must answer for all our words and 
deeds—we will now refer you to the Holy Scriptures, in which this awful 
but very useful doctrine is fully taught, in plain and express terms, both 
in the ‘Old Testament and the New. Jude quotes a prophecy of Enoch :. 


** Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to execute judg- : 
ment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all 
their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their 
hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.’” Abra- 
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ham gives it, as the character of Jehovah, that as Judge of all the earth, he 
will do right. But if this same awful truth is taught, by dffierent writers 
of the Old Testament ; it is still more clearly and abundantly in the New 
by our divine Lord and his inspired apostles. 

And what can equal, in awful grandeur, the different separate descrip- 
tions of this scene which are given to us in this.part of the Sacred Vol- 
ume. ‘ The Judge shall come in the clouds of heaven. Every eye shall 
see him ; at his presence, the heavens and the earth shall flee away, and 
there shall no place be found for them.”’ As indications of the approach 
of the final conflagration, it may be, low and terribly mysterious sounds 
will be heard, awakening the suspicion that some dreadful hour is at 
hand. Vivid lightnings stand for a time in the heavens, quivering and 
trembling, and then dart fearfully across the skies. The mysterious 
sounds first heard continue to come, louder and heavier, until they swell 
into the vast detonations of mighty earthquakes and the awful crash of 
worlds coming in collision with worlds. As when Vesuvius and Etaa, in 
the trembling of their mountains and convulsions, give unmistakable in- 
dications of their terrible and destructive eruptions ; the affrighted inhab- 
itants of the two Sicilies vainly run to and fro to find a shelter from the 
storms of melted lava that threaten universal ruin. So when the earth 
trembles and the mountains shake from the convulsions of an expiring uni- 
verse, its dismayed inhabitants will more vainly seek a covert from the last 
great tempest of Jechovah’s destructive power. All of the race of Adam, 
of every age, shall feel and know that the last great day is come. Then 
shall the universe of intelligent beings discern between the righteous and 
the wicked ; for the righteous shall ascend to glory, to honor, and im- 
mortal life in heaven; whilst the wicked sink down to shame and con- 
tempt aud everlasting wailings in hell. If any are disposed to ask, is 
there any way to escape from so awful a trial, or to avoid the meeting of 
God in judgment ? We answer, No. How, how can any escape ? Gan 
the sinner flee from the government of God, and place himself under that 
of another? Can he escape the vigilance of Omniscience? or get beyond 
the reach of Omnipotence ? Or can man become independent of his 
God, and set him at defiance? If these things are impossible, then every 
one of us must give an account of himself to God. And it is immutably 
trae, that God will bring every work into judgment with every secret thing, 
whether it be good or bad. The great difficulty here does not lie in the 
want of proof that we all must meet God in judgment ; but in the want 
of the conviction of the fact. If men believed that they must meet God 
at death and in judgment, would they live as, alas! multitudes do, both 
in and out of the visible church? Who that firmly believes that he shall 
shortly meet God in judgment, would act the hypocrite towards God or 
deceitfully and falsely towards man? Could any one dare interpose in 
the sacred interests of Christ’s kingdom, who is himself conscious that he 
does not even keep up the forms of religion ? if he indeed believes that 
God says to such, **‘ What hast thou’to do to declare my statutes, or that 
thou shouldst take my covenant in thy mouth, seeing thou hatest instruc- 
tion, and castest my words behind thee. Thou givest thy mouth to evil, 
and thy tongue framest deceit. ‘These things hast thou done; and I kept 
silence. Thou thoughtest that I was altogether such a one as thyself ; 
but I will reprove thee and set them in order before thine eyes. Now, 








’ 
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consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and there, be 
none to deliver.”” How hard is it to bring men to believe that they shall 
very shortly give an account of themselves in the final judgment ? even 
whilst the earth itself, as it were, groans under the burden of their sins. 
But our unbelief and want of conviction of this awful truth will not re- 
tard the day of our meeting with God, or disannul the fixed decree of 
Heaven appointing that men shall once die, and after that be judged. Fix 
it, therefore, in your hearts, that you must all very shortly meet God in 


. 


judgment. 


IL. As to the preparation necessary to meet God with comfort and 
peace, we yen to remark, that it does not consist “ in works of right- 
eousness that we have done,” however valuable they may be to society. 
Alas! in the sight of an infinitely holy God, all our righteousness is but 
“‘ filthy rags.”” By the deeds of the law, no flesh living can be justified 
in his sight, neither can we be prepared by any outward acts of religion, 
however zealously performed, without real inward holiness of heart, and 
without that love to God and man which constitute the essence of true re- 
ligion, But the very important question arises, how is depraved and guilty 
man to obtain this holiness of heart? How? We give the same answer 
to you, and we are not authorized to give a different one, which Paul and 
Silas gave to the awakened and inquiring jailor— Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.» We must first, and last, and 
always, and only meet God in Christ, who is the Mediator between God 
and man. For God out of Christ, or aside from Christ, is ‘* a consuming 
fire.” We never can find pardon and salvation until we believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He is our peace. In him we have righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption. Christ himself invites the weary and the 
heavy-laden unto him for rest. The Father is well-pleased in his Son, 
and will not reject the soul that trusts in him, and forsakes all to follow 
him. Here we find a righteousness that is complete, and that will justify 
us before God. In him we find the most powerful motives to hate and 
forsake sin.. It is the cross of Christ that makes the heart to feel indiffer- 
ent to this world, and renders its riches, its honors, and its pleasures com- 
parative trifles, that are without any substantial value. Christ breaks the 
fetters of sin, and bestows upon the emancipated and renewed soul the 
liberty of the sons of God. 

To faith in Christ, we must add repentance of our sins, and works meet 
for repentance, if we would obtain the necessary preparation. This isa 
duty, not less enjoined by reason than revelation, when we sin against 
God or man. For nothing is more just and reasonable than to be sorry 
for the wrongs we have done, and so change our conduct as to make all 
the reparation for them that we can. But that our repentance would be 
available for us, and be accepted of God, we only can know from the 
Gospel. Repentance is the forsaking of sin, the sorrow and regret-for 
our guilt, and a change of conduct in the fixed purpose never to be guilty 


in. 

Farthermore, let it be understood that a disposition to obey all the 
commandments of God, is involved in the preparation mentioned in our 
text. The very essence, indeed, of religion is, the spirit of obedience to 
Ohrist. A partial compliance with some of the duties of religion, whilst 
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others oguilly important are neglected, is not what we mean as sufficient 
here. Every duty must be attended to, in its place and at the proper 
time. Nor will it do to think, that to be punctual and faithful in some 
duties will make up or atone for the omission of others equally important. 
We cannot thus compound matters with God. Nor will it answer to ex- 
pect that performing the common duties of morality will expiate for the 
want of piety recrme, § God ; or that a superabundance of zeal, in some 
things pertaining to God and religion, will compensate for the violation of 
mercy and truth and righteousness toward men. David said,’** then 
shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect to all of thy command- 
ments.” 

If we would prepare to meet God in peace and comfort when we shall 
see him on the throne of final judgment ; we must often meet with him 
in prayer whilst he occupies the mercy-seat. For your benefit, to hear 
your petitions, he is now on this mercy-seat. But he will soon vacate 
this seat for the throne of the Judge. Now, therefore, is the time to 
petition, to pray, to seck. Sad, indeed, is the state, and floomy are the 
future prospects of those who seldom or never pray. And they pray not 
because they have never felt their sinfulness and poverty. How can they, 
who are strangers to private prayer, or who, if they Goss families, have 
erected no altar of prayer to the God of Heaven; who offer to him no 
sacrifices of thanksgiving and praise, and supplicate him for no mercy, be 
prepared to meet God, except with terror and dismay ? 

ut they who have made a covenant with God by prayer ; who have 
made supplication to him with strong crying and tears ; who have often 
received gracious answers from him, and found him a present and prompt 
help in times of trouble; and to whom, in his most gracious rwrk wm. 
sion, he has granted the privilege of freely expressing to him all that their 
hearts feel or desire in times of distress or affliction; have, as it were, 
contracted an intimacy with God, and shall meet him not only with com- 
fort and peace, but through the riches of his grace shall enter heaven 
itself, with songs and shouting and everlasting joy upon their heads. 

Solemn and impressive, indeed, are the circumstances under which we 
are now assembled. One younger, perhaps, than four-fifths of this large 
assembly, has been called from time to eternity. One of us. One that 
has lived among us from her birth until her death. One that we knew. 
One that we dearly loved. One that was amiable, modest, quiet, and good, 
and as such very highly appreciated by her numerous acquaintances and 
friends. She is not Aere. She has gone to meet her God, we believe, in 
much peace of mind. We indulge the confident hope, that by the mercy 
and grace of God she was prepared for the event. During her sickness, 
the state of her mind was uniformly calm and quiet. Death came without 
any of its usual terrors. When she was dying, she distinctly and emphati- 
cally remarked, ‘* What a beautiful morning is this—what a beautiful mor- 
ning!” Sweet child! it was, indeed, a beautiful morning, when the glo- 
rious dawn of immortal life came over thy pure and precious soul. It 
was ‘‘a beautiful morning,” when thy liberated spirit triumphantly and 
happily ascended to the God who gave it. When the night of death 
passed away, and thy favored eyes were graciously permitted to see the 
day-break of a bright and endless being, no wonder, dear sister, thou 
didst, in the raptures of thy soul, exclaim, “‘ What a beautiful morning !” 
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Yes. It was beautiful, glorious morning, when sustained and soothed 

by an unfaltering trust in the Redeemer, your spirit triumphed over the 

terrors of death, and ascended on high to dwell with the just and the 

ane It was a beautiful morning, thou sweet, rapt seraph ; it was a 
tifal morning. 

Friends of the deceased, as it is your privilege to indulge the hope of 
her present happiness, your duty will lead you to bow submissively to Him 
whose grace is sufficient to sustain you in this great trial. Ged alone can 
effectually help in distress. The sympathies of friends, however tender, 
cannot reach your case in such circumstances ; but your heavenly Parent 
ean pour into your hearts the wine and the oil of his divine consolation. 
Look out of yourselves. Look to the futwre. Look upward. Look to 
God. And let us not forget that all of us very soon must follow her. 


*“ As the long train of ages glide away, the sons of men, 
The youth in full green spring, and we who go 
In the full strength of years, matron and maid, 
The bowed with age, the infant in the smiles 
And beauty of its innocent age, cut off, 
Shall, one by one, be gathered to her side.” 


HYMN. 


The chariot! the chariot! its wheels roll in fire, 

As the Lord cometh down in the pomp of his ire ; 

Lo, self-moving, it drives on its pathway of cloud, 

And the heavens with the burden of Godhead are bowed. 


Th oy b the glory! around him are poured, 
Mighty hosts of the angels that wait on the Lord : 
And the glorified saints and the martyrs are there, 
And there all who the palm-wreaths of victory wear. 


The trumpet! the trumpet! the dead have all heard; 

Lo, the depths of the stone-covered charnel are stirred! 
From sea, from the earth, from the south, from the north, 
All the vast generation of man are come forth. . 


The judgment! the judgment! the thrones are all set, 
Where the Lamb and the white-vested elders are met : 
There all flesh is at once in the sight of the Lord, 

And the doom of eternity hangs on his word. 


O mercy! O mercy! look down from above, 

Great Creator, on us, thy sad children, with love ; 
When beneath to their darkness the wicked are driven, 
May our justified souls find a welcome in heaven. 


Curistian Lyre. 








